[Locked-in syndrome due to a vertebral dissection and therapeutic options with intraarterial fibrinolysis in acute phase].
Dissection of vertebral artery is an unusual pathology but sometimes is the cause of stroke in young patients. Since last years, and with the rise of some chiropractic technics, some authors have related these ones with the dissection of vertebral artery. We show a case of a 37 years old woman that after a chiropractic session began symptoms of posterior circulation dysfunction as decrease level of sense, tetraparesis and alteration of cranial nerves. The arteriography confirmed the existence of a vertebral dissection of V2 portion and thrombosis of basilar and contralateral vertebral arteries. Intraarterial fibrinolysis was performed with complete recanalization of the artery. Although this, the patient had parenchimal lesions in pons, cerebellum and territory of posterior cerebral artery that produced a locked-in syndrome. All the complementary exams were normal. We discuss the relationship between cervical manipulation as an aetiology of vertebral dissection, locked-in syndrome and therapeutic options in these patients